
Chapter One: 
Chapter Two: 
Chapter Three: 
Chapter Four: 
Chapter Five: 
Chapter Six: 
Chapter Seven: 
Chapter Eight: 






SHE HAD 
BECOME THE 
LEGENDARY 
ACTRESS 
SHE ALWAYS 
WANTED 
TO BE. 


MY 

MOTHER 

WAS 

BEAUTIFUL. 


SHE 

LEFT THIS 
WORLD 


UGLY 

ME 

BEHIND. 
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Chapter One: sane 

















WHEN I 
WAS IN 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, 
THERE WERE 
LOTS OF 
PRETTY 
GIRLS IN 
MY CLASS. 


I'D 

ALWAYS 
LOOK 
AT THEIR 
FACES 
AND 
THINK... 


"THEY MUST 
ENJOY 
LOOKING AT 
THEMSELVES IN 
THE MIRROR 
EVERY DAY." 


"MAN, 
IT MUST 
BE NICE, 
BEING 
PRETTY." 


WHY 
VOUCV\A 
SAY IT 
ONE MORE 
TIME? 


YOUR 
MOM'S 
N Am, 
FUCHI- 
SAN. 


EUCHI 










0 


WHO 
CO utf? 































TAKE THE REP 
LIPSTICK FROM 
MOMMYS MIRROR 
PR AWER, ANR 



WAS 

REALLY, 

REALLY, 

REALLY 

HARD. 


I COULDN'T 
REMEMBER 
WHAT SHE SAID 
AFTER THAT. 


BUT I HAD TO 
REMEMBER IT. 


BECAUSE 
THAT TIME IN 
MY LIFE... 








































































































I KNEW 
I WAS JUST 
GOING 
TO GET 
PUBLICLY 
HUMILIATED.. 


BUT MY 
SICK PRIDE 
WOULDN'T 
LET ME SAY 
"I CAN'T 
DO IT." 


PLEASE.. 
LET ME 
VO IT. 
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BUT I WAS 
SUKEYO 
FUCHI'S 
DAUGHTER 


EVEN IF I 
LOOKED 


THAT'S 
WHY I 
WAS SO 
DESPER¬ 
ATE... 


HORRIBLE, IF 
I COULD JUST 
PLAY THE 
ROLE WELL... 

I THOUGHT 
IT’D, MAYBE, 
CHANGE THE 
WAY THEY 
LOOK AT ME, 
JUST A LITTLE. 


THEY MIGHT 
RECOGNIZE 
ME AS MY 
MOTHER'S 
DAUGHTER/ 
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\moA\ 


f WHAT ' 
THE HECK 
IS ON HER 
, MOUTH? 
























































SHE'S 
FACING THE 
AUVIBNCB, 
60 X CAN'T 
SENP 
(PUT THE 
MOON. 


IT'S FUNNy 
THOUOH. 
IT ALMOST 
FEELS LIKE 
THERE'S A 
MOON OUT 
THERE. 




























w uov 

YOU RATHER 
PANICE 
WITH? ME, 
OR PUCHI- 
SANI? 



23 





































































































THAT 

NO 

AND 


MATTER 

NO 

A 

HOW 

MATTER 

JBk 

HARD I 

HOW 


TRIED 

MUCH 

(fOTi 


I IM¬ 



PROVED 
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THE 

LOVELY NASTV 
S y M _ WORDS 
METRY HAVE 
OFHER SPILLED 
FACE FROM 
STILL HER LIPS 


MAINS. 


WHAT'RE YOU 
SNEERING AT 
ME FOR? 


ENVIED 

THAT. 


HURRY 
UR AW 
WALK, 
YOU 
U&IY 
BITCH/ 


WANTED 

THAT 

FACE. 
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Chapter One: the end 
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OR SHALL I 
LIVE AS ICHIKA 
NISHIZAWA 
FROM NOW ON, 
ANP YOU CAN 
BE KASANE 
FUCHI? 


X CAN 
REAUUy 
(JO BACK 
TO NOR- 
i MAL? 


BUT X 
WANT you 
TO THINK 
ABOUT... 













































BUT IF SHE 
TRIED TO 
GO GET HELP 
RIGHT THEN, 
IT WOULD 
HAVE CAUSED 
ME TROUBLE. 



I HAD NO 
IDEA. I 
HADN'T EVEN 
PREDICTED 
THAT WE'D 
SWITCH FACES. 
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1 ■ I 


you AAADE 
ME WAIT 
UNTIL 
SO LATE 
AND NOW 
you KEEP 
BLABBINO 
ON AND ON 
\ AND ON/ 


HURRY 
UP AND 
TURN ME 
BACK! 
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SO EVEN 
THAT WAS 
BECAUSE 
OF MY 
UGLINESS? 


I'VE 
NEVER 
MET MY 
FATHER. 































































































































A* 



WOULD 

ABAN¬ 

DON 


,Chapter Two:‘-the end,'' 
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Chapter Three: Iku Igarashi 
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THE 

CAPTAIN OF 
THE ACTING 
CLUB, AND 
ONE YEAR 
OLDER 
THAN ME. 
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Chapter Four: The Same Starry Sky 
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IF YOU ASK 
FOR HELP, 
THERE'S SURE 
TO BE SOMEONE 
WHO WILL 
HELP YOU! 
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COULDN'T 
BELIEVE IT. 




















































































































































50UW 

AW 

U6HTIN6, 
ARE YOU 
OKAY? 


LET'S 
START 
| THE RE- 

i hearsal; 
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VO you KNOW 
HOW PATHETIC 
THAT MAKES, 
US, FEEL?! 



EVERYONE 
ALWAYS, 
COMPARES, 
US. TO YOU! 



AW YOU 
THINK YOU, 
U&IY AW 
MISERABLE 
AO YOU ARB, 
ARB JUST 
LIKE HER? 
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HAVING 
SOMEONE 
LIKE you INI 



























































































































































































































































































RIGHT WHEN 
YOU GET INTO 
MIPPLE SCHOOL 
IS PARTICULARLY 


THAT'S 
WHEN YOU’RE 
GROWING, MAKING 
IT CLEARER WHO'S 
GOOP-LOOK/NG 
ANP WHO'S NOT. 


THEY 

MUSTHAVE 
FELT THAT, 
TOO... 


ANP 

A ?TER THAT, 
I STARTUP 
TO OET MORE 
ANP MORE 


ANP THEN 
THEY LET 
ME HAND¬ 
OUT WITH 
THEM... 






































































































THAT'S WHY...I'M 
OKAY WITH REPAYING 
YOUR KINPNESS WITH 
A STAB IN THE BACK. 



119 




































BVFN 
IF ITS 
JUSTFOR 
THE TIME 
yOU'RF 
ASLFBP 


WANT 
TO 8 a 

you. 
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THE 

SILENCE 
WAS 
FOR ME 


AND THAT 
MOMENT, THE 
HUNDREDS 
OF EYES HERE 
DIDN'T SEE 
AN UGLY 
MONSTER... 



















SUCH 
AN IDIOT, 
THEN. 


"WHY IS IT 
THAT STARS 
TWINKLE? 


MAYBE 

THEY'RE 

CALLING 

ME." 
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THE 
STEAM 
WHISTLE 
OF THE 
GALACTIC 
RAIL¬ 
ROAD 
DREW 
NEAR. 


"WHOA/ 

WHAT 

15 

THAT?/ 


I STILL 
COULDN'T 
EVEN 
BECOME 
IKU 

IGARASHI. 


YOU HAVEN'T 
SAIL? YOUR LAST 
LINE BEFORE THE 
BLACKOUT! 


n 

_ 

AND I 



STILL... 

COULDN'T 


BECOME 


GIOVANNI. 






































THROW 
IT AWAV! 


do you 

MEED 
THAT U&UV 
HEART, MOW 
THAT VOU 
HAVE THIS 
BODy? 


THROW 
ASIDE THE 
SAD AMD 
PATHETIC 
KASAME 
FUCHII 


IKU IGARASHI 
DIDN'T 
HAVE THIS 
SENSE OF 
INFERIORITY, 
THIS SELF- 
LOATHING. 




I WOULD 
FILL MY HEART 
WITH HER 
CONFIDENCE. 


I’ 


i) 



WOULD 


BE IKU 


AND I 


BE GIO¬ 
VANNI. 
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IV 

/ LOVE 

/ IT IF IT 

BUT LASTS AS 

ON THE LONG AS 

OTHER HAND, p 0 SSb 
THERE IS THE B LE . 
PROBLEM OF 
WHAT TORO 
WITH THE 
PERSON 
PUR/NG THAT 
INTERVAL. 


HOW 

MANY HOURS 
AFTER THE 
MSS UNTIL 
WE TURN 
BACK? 
























































£&lT 


ip¬ 


so 

THEN 


IF I WERE TO 
PUT ON THE 
LIPSTICK AGAIN 
AND KISS HER, 
THAT SHOULD 
SWITCH OUR 
FACES AGAIN. 














































































































































































90 N'T 


KNOW. 


BUT 

I'M 

scarep. 


...VO 


SOMETHING 


TO ME? 


THE MEMORIES CUT 
OFF...AFTER I SPOKE 
WITH YOU IN THE 
STORAGE ROOM. 


I HP 


RECORDING 
OF THE 
SHOW 


BUT 


THE 


ME 


ON 


FILM 


WAS 


NOT 


EVEN 


LIKE 


ME 


ALL 




























































AND 
THERE 
WAS NO 
REASON 
FORME 
TO BE 
INVOLVED 
WITH 
SOME¬ 
ONE WHO 
COULDN'T 




COULDN'T 

RISK 

USING 

THE 

LIPSTICK 
ON THE 
SAME 
PERSON 
TWICE. 


WHAT¬ 

EVER 

THE 

CASE 


0 : 




I LEARNED 
WHAT 

CONFIDENCE 

AND 

SUPERIORITY 
FELT LIKE. 




























:fS 


7 ? 




WANTED 
AWAY 
TO HOLD 
ONTO 
THAT 

BEAUTIFUL 
FACE SO 
I COULD 
STAND 
ON THAT 
STAGE 
ONCE 
MORE. 

























Chapter Seven: Visitor 






































































































































































YOU'VE 60T 
QUITE THE MOUTH 
THESE PAYS, 
HAVEN'T YOU? 
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HURRy UP. 
THEY'LL ALL BE 
HERE SOON, SO 
WIPE OFF THAT 
LIPSTICK A NIP 
HELP (PUT. 



IF YOU WANT 
TO BE RIP OF 
ME, OET yOUR 
CAREER ON THE 
ROAP ANP WAIT 
TO BE A LEOAL 
APULT. 




































































































































































STS 
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BUT THE 
PAGES AFTER 
ARB NOTHING- BUT 
PROMOTIONAL 
LEAFLETS FOR 
SHOWS. IT'S 
THOUGHT THAT 
HER PARENTS 
GLUED THEM IN 
THERE, BELIEVING 
THOSE WERE 
SHOWS SHE WAS 
STARRING IN. 
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m&o 

HABUTA 










































...SO THAT 
SHE COULP 
LIVE A LIFE 
OF STEALING- 
OTHER 
PEOPLES' 
FACES ANP 
[ LIVES. 


OFF THE 
STAGE, X 
HELPER HER 
ALL ALONG 
THE WAY IN 
PROTECTING 
HER 
SECRET 
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THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ELSE ABOUT 
IT THAT'S 
POSSESSED 
YOU. 


IT'S NOT THAT 
YOU JUST HAVE 
THIS PURE LOVE 
FOR THEATER, 
THOUGH, IS IT? 
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...FROM THE 
THE ABy£>£> 
INTO WHITE 
U6HT&!" 


0 
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"X HAVE 
SAP NEWS, 
TONIGHT." 















































































IF WE'RE 
JUST 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
LOOKS, 
SHE'S THE 
ONE WHO 
DESERVES 
TO BE 
THE LEAD. 



SHE'S 
JUST A 
SUPPORTING 
ACTOR, 
ISN'T SHE? 
BUT 

SHE'S SO 
BEAUTIFUL/ 


NO 

MATTER 
HOW 
FAR AWAY 
SHE IS, 


OR 

THE 

PLAIN 

CLOTHES 

SHE 

WEARS, 

SHE 

STANDS I 
OUT 
FROM 
THE 
REST. 


SHE'S 
LIKE A 
DIAMOND 
THAT 
SHINES 
FAR AND 
WIDE. 
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KNOWING 

HER 

PLACE. 





























kasane 



Translation Notes 


Kasane 

In the early Edo period in Shimousa province (present day 
Chiba/Ibaraki area), an ugly woman named Kasane was 
murdered by her husband. The event became so famous, it 
was dramatized into kabuki plays and dance-dramas. 

The name Kasane comes from the verb kasaneru, which has 
many meanings. The first is “overlap,” which is used when 
describing kissing (kuchibiru wo kasaneru, to “overlap lips”). It 
can also mean to overlap metaphorically, as when its used to 
describe resemblance. Tanin ni hahaga kasanatte miete shimau, 
for example, means, “when people look at me, they see my 
mother.” Kasaneru can also refer to repetition, doing the 
same thing again. 

Finally, the kanji used to write Kasane's name can also mean 
“trouble,” as in, “she’s brought trouble for us.” 
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